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OF  THE  HEALTH  COMMITTEE . 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  you  with  my  Annual  Report  on 
the  Health  and  Mortality  ot  your  District  for  the  year  1925. 

The  Population,  according  to  the  estimate  of  the  Registrar- 
General,  is  16,040. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  were  203 — males  108  and 
females  95 — giving  a  death-rate  of  12-6  per  thousand  of  the  population, 
being  2-0  greater  than  last  year  and  *3  greater  than  the  average  for 
the  last  10  years. 

Births. — 299  were  registered,  158  males  and  14 1  females,  which 
include  illegitimate  births,  the  birth-rate  being  i8’6  per  thousand. 
For  the  average  of  10  years  it  is  3*2  less. 

Deaths  Under  One  Year. — There  were  30  Deaths  registered, 
giving  an  infant  death-rate  of  93  per  thousand  births,  which  is  at  a 
rate  of  18  more  than  last  year.  The  death-rate  is  3  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  last  10  years. 

Tuberculosis  Act. — There  were  18  Pulmonary  and  13  Non- 
Pulmonary  cases  notified.  There  were  11  deaths  from  the  former 
and  2  from  the  latter  disease,  the  death-rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuber¬ 
culosis  being  -68,  which  is  an  increase  of  *07  on  the  previous  five  years 

Whooping5  Cough. — Two  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease 
during  the  year.  It  has  been  somewhat  prevalent  throughout  the 
district.  It  is  very  infectious,  and  is  easily  conveyed  from  one  to 
another  by  infected  clothing,  etc. 

Diphtheria. — 21  cases  were  notified,  with  no  deaths,  a  decrease 
of  12  cases  in  the  year  ;  18  cases  were  removed  to  the  Sanatorium. 
Anti-toxin  can  always  be  supplied  by  application  at  the  Town  Hall, 
or  the  residence  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  medical  men 
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practising-  in  the  district  are  also  kept  well  supplied.  It  is  pleasing 
to  note  that  no  deaths  occurred  from  this  disease,  which  compares 
favourably  with  the  3  deaths  of  the  previous  year. 

Scarlet  Fever, — 35  cases  were  notified  and  15  cases  removed 
to  the  Sanatorium.  There  were  no  deaths.  Prompt  isolation  and 
disinfection  took  place  in  all  cases. 

Measles  has  been  very  prevalent,  and  unfortunately  has  caused 
11  deaths.  All  the  Schools  have  been  closed  owing  to  a  general 
epidemic  of  Measles,  and  in  my  opinion  the  disease  ought  to  be  made 
compulsorily  notifiable. 

Enteric  Fever,  including8  Para-Typhoid  Fever.  — Three  cases 
were  notified,  with  one  death.  This  disease  is  not  so  prevalent  as  it 
formerly  was,  which  is  a  great  cause  for  congratulation.  In  the 
town  portion  of  the  district  the  water  carriage  system  has  been 
completely  substituted  for  the  old  privy  middens,  and  no  doubt  this 
has  had  a  very  beneficial  effect. 

Sanitary  Work. — 330  cases  of  nuisances  and  defects  have  been 
attended  to  and  where  possible  made  satisfactory. 

Housing. — During  the  year  46  houses  have  been  completed 
and  occupied,  32  built  by  the  Council  and  14  by  private  enterprise. 
The  sum  of  ^1,330  has  been  paid  in  subsidy. 

Further  Housing  Contemplated.— The  Council  propose  to 
build  a  further  30  houses,  and  19  are  in  building  by  private  enterprise. 

184  houses  have  been  inspected  under  the  Inspection  of  Housing 
Act,  and  84  of  these  were  found  in  more  or  less  degree  defective. 
Most  of  these  have  been  repaired  and  rendered  habitable. 

Milk  and  Water  Supply. — The  water  supply  is  excellent,  good 
and  plentiful,  and  one  of  our  greatest  assets.  We  have  a  good  milk 
supply.  One  dealer’s  licence  has  been  issued  for  the  sale  of 
Grade  A  Milk. 

Public  Conveniences  of  the  most  approved  type  have  been 
erected  to  accommodate  the  requirements  of  both  sexes,  a  necessity 
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which  I  have  mentioned  on  many  occasions  and  which  has  now  been 
satisfactorily  completed. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — This  Centre  has  been  opened 
42  times  on  Thursday  afternoons  and  a  like  number  of  times  on 
Tuesday  afternoons,  for  the  making  of  infants’  clothing,  etc. 

The  Welfare  was  closed  from  April  2nd  to  May  20th  on  account 
of  a  serious  epidemic  of  Measles. 

The  Health  Visitor  has  attended  each  Saturday  morning  for  the 
sale  of  dried  milk,  virol,  lactagol,  etc.,  at  the  Welfare. 

Milk  has  been  and  is  still  given  in  necessitous  cases  to  children 
up  to  3  years  old. 

The  Medical  Officer  is  in  attendance  whenever  the  Welfare 
Centre  meets  to  give  advice  to  mothers  and  children,  and  is  prepared 
to  give  antenatal  advice  to  any  mother  caring  to  seek  it. 

Mrs.  Weaver  has  laboured  assiduously  in  her  work  and  given 
every  satisfaction,  and  I  must  give  praise  to  the  Lady  Helpers  for 
the  good  work  they  have  done,  cheerfully. 

My  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Smith,  has  done,  in  my  opinion, 
excellent  work,  and  has  always  given  me  the  most  willing  assistance. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

ALFRED  J.  LOWE, 


GENERAL  STATISTICS, 

Area  in  acres,  2,490. 

Population — Census  1921,  15,640.  Estimated  1925,  16,040. 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  (Census  1921),  3,123. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census  1921),  3,185. 
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Rateable  value,  ^77,098.  Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate, 
£  296  os.  od. 

Social  conditions,  including  the  chief  occupations  of  the 
inhabitants  : — Coal  miners  and  cotton  mill  operatives. 

The  influence  of  any  particular  occupation  on  public  health — Nil. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Births  in  1925 

»  *  « 

...  299 

158 

141 

Deaths  in  1025 

•  •  • 

203 

108 

95 

Rates  per  i 

,000  of  Population  : 

Death-rate  from 

Rate  of  deaths 

Birth- 

Death-  Tuberculosis  of 

under  1  year  to 

rate. 

rate.  Respiratory  System. 

1,000  births. 

Mean  of  10  years, 

1915-1924 

22-1 

13*9 

084 

97*5 

1924  . . .  ... 

i8-7 

io*6 

o-6i 

75’° 

1 925  ...  ... 

i8-6 

12-6 

o-68 

93*o 

Increase  or  Decrease 

in  1925  on  — 

Ten  Years’  Average  ... 

—3-2 

+  0-3 

— 0*10 

+  3 

Previous  Year 

- 0*1 

2*0  ... 

+  0-07 

+  18 

INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

NOTIFIED. 

Removed  to  Total 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

. . .  — 

. . .  — 

. . .  - — 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

15 

. . .  — 

Diphtheria 

21 

18 

...  — 

Enteric  Fever  ... 

3 

2 

I 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

I 

. . .  — 

Pneumonia 

55 

. . .  ■ — 

22 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

. . .  - 

. . .  ■ — 

Erysipelas 

•  •  « 

5 

. . .  - 

. . .  ■ — 

Measles  (not  notifiable) 

. . .  — 

3 

...  II 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

11 

14 

II 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosi 

s...  7 

2 

2 

140 

55 

47 

4 
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OPTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

Number  Treated  Vision  Total 

Notified.  At  Home.  In  Hospital.  Unimpaired.  Blindness.  Deaths. 

2  2  —  2  —  * — 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


New  Cases, 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Years  0-1 

— — 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

I 

— 

„  i-5  ••• 

— - 

— 

2 

2 

— - 

— 

— 

— - 

„  5-10  ... 

■ — 

— 

- — 

I 

— ■ 

— - 

• — - 

— 

»  10-15  ... 

— 

— . 

I 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

»  15-20  ... 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— . 

2 

■ — 

— 

20-25  ... 

— 

I 

— 

I 

— 

— 

- — 

— . 

»  25-35  ... 

— 

I 

— 

— 

I 

2 

I 

— 

„  35-45  ••• 

I 

— 

— 

— 

I 

— 

— 

— 

»»  45-55  ••• 

4 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

»  55-65  ••• 

3 

— 

— 

— 

I 

2 

— 

— . 

„  65  &  upw’rds 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

8 

3 

3 

4 

5 

6 

2 

- — 

1 1 

7 

1 1 

2 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1925, 

Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  . .  .  46 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i.)  By  the  Local  Authority  .  32 

(ii.)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  14 


Number  of  Houses  in  course  of  erection  under  Council’s 

Building  Scheme  .  Nil 


Financial  assistance  for  purposes  of  increasing  Housing 
accommodation  : — 


Have  any  advances  been  made  during  1925 — 

(a)  By  Loans,  No.  Amount  of  Loans  ...  Nil. 

{b)  By  Subsidy,  14.  Amount  of  Subsidies,  ^1,330. 


Unfit  Dwelling-houses — 


Inspection — (1)  Total  number  of  Dwelling-houses  inspected  \ 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 


(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected  and  > 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations,  1925 . . 


180 


(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  .  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  (3))  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 

fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  .  qa 
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Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notice. 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or 
their  Officers  . .  . 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1925— 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  45 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners,  35.  (b)  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners,  Nil. 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance  of 
declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 

One  closed  by  owners,  rather  than  repair  it. 


B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts — 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,14  and  15  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1925— 

(1)  Number  of  Representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made .  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  Dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  .  Nil 
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*  (4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(5)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursu¬ 
ance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nib 

D. — Number  of  Dwelling-houses  demolished  voluntarily  by 

.owners,  or  converted  to  workshops,  etc.  ...  ...  Nil 

INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 


WORKPFACES. 

Premises.  Inspections. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Faundries)  ...  ...  10 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Faundries)  ...  50 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises)  ...  15 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 


DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 

Particulars.  Found.  Remedied. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  ...  10  ...  10 
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Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  and  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  a  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for 
the  year  1925. 


Summary  of  Nuisances  dealt  with 


Defective  or  blocked  W.C.’s 

95 

Blocked  drains 

53 

Privies  converted  to  W.C.’s 

22 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  houses  ... 

12 

Defective  Yard  Pavements 

25 

Defective  Ashpits  ... 

12 

Defective  Sinkpipes 

14 

New  Ashbins  provided  ... 

24 

Defective  Spouting 

•••  .  33 

Defective  House  Roofs  ... 

40 

33° 

184  Houses  have  been  inspected  under  the  Housing  Acts.  One 
house  has  been  closed  by  the  owners,  as  they  would  not  expend  the 
large  amount  necessary  to  put  it  in  proper  repair.  84  others  were 
more  or  less  defective.  Letters  and  notices  have  been  sent  to  the 
owners,  and,  with  the  exception  of  one  block,  the  repairs  required  to 
be  done  have  been  carried  out,  and  the  work  of  repairing  the 
remainder  has  been  put  in  hand. 

The  defects  found  are  roofs,  spouting,  window  frames,  floors, 
cracked  walls  and  plaster  off  walls  and  ceilings.  Most  of  the  defects 
are  due  to  ordinary  wear  and  tear  ;  some  are  due  to  mining 
subsidence  and  some  to  rough  usage  by  tenants. 

Under  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  32  houses  have  been 
built  and  occupied,  and  by  private  enterprise  14  have  been  built  and 
19  are  in  process  of  erection. 
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Two  vans  were  set  up  and  occupied  in  the  District  for  a  few 
months.  Notice  was  served  on  the  tenants  to  discontinue  the 
occupation  of  the  vans,  and  after  a  little  time  they  were  removed 
from  our  District. 


22  Privies  have  been  converted  to  fresh  water  closets  and  12 
additional  W.C.’s  have  been  provided  where  the  accommodation  had 
been  insufficient.  During  the  last  five  years  61  privies  have  been 
converted  and  66  additional  W.C.’s  have  been  provided. 

A  report  has  been  presented  to  the  Committee  showing  the 
situation  of  the  384  privies  in  the  District.  Conversions  are  held  up 
at  present  for  the  sewering  of  back  streets.  The  Council  bear  one- 
half  of  the  cost  of  conversion  to  fresh  water  closets. 


Number  of  each  Type  of  Closet  in  the  District, 


Fresh  Water  Closets 
Slop  Water  Closets 
Privy  Closets 
Pails 


2301 

574 

384 
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A  new  Public  Convenience  for  both  sexes  has  been  provided 
near  the  centre  of  the  town. 


There  are  eight  registered  Slaughterhouses  and  three  with  a 
yearly  licence  in  use  in  the  District.  The  new  Meat  Regulations 
have  been  put  in  operation,  and  Slaughterhouses  are  visited  at  the 
time  of  slaughtering  or  immediately  afterwards  and  the  carcases  and 
internal  organs  inspected. 

A  portion  of  one  carcase,  150-lbs.  weight,  and  one  calf,  50-lbs., 
have  been  condemned  and  destroyed. 

The  Slaughterhouses  are  kept  well  limewashed  and  offal  is 
removed  three  times  per  week. 

Workshops,  Bakehouses  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  are 
inspected  periodically  and  are  kept  clean. 

Premises  where  Ice  Cream  is  prepared  have  been  inspected. 
Two  were  found  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition  ;  the  premises  of  one 
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was  quite  unsuitable  for  the  purpose,  and  the  dealer  was  notified  to 
cease  using  the  place  for  ice  cream  making  and  it  has  not  been  used 
since  ;  the  other  one  was  thoroughly  cleansed. 

Five  samples  of  Ice  Cream  were  taken.  One  was  unsatisfactory 
owing  to  the  presence  of  B.  Coli  in  a  small  quantity ;  three  others 
were  only  fair.  At  a  later  date  another  sample  was  taken  from  the 
vendor  of  the  unsatisfactory  one,  and  this  was  found  to  be  good. 

I  he  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  been  inspected.  The  Milk- 
shops  are  kept  clean  and  the  Cowsheds  are  limewashed  and  kept 
fairly  clean.  One  dealer’s  licence  has  been  issued  for  the  sale  of 
Grade  A  Milk.  Repairs  and  improvements  have  been  carried  out  at 
one  cowshed. 

The  four  Tripe-boiling  places  have  been  frequently  inspected, 
and  they  are  kept  well  limewashed  and  offal  is  removed  three  times 
per  week. 

15  Smoke  Observations  have  been  made,  and  letters  sent  to  the 
owners  where  the  issue  of  black  smoke  exceeded  the  time  limit  of 
four  minutes  in  thirty. 

108  Houses  and  4  Schools  have  been  disinfected  with  sulphur 
or  formalin. 


Your  obedient  servant, 


JAMES  SMITH. 
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9  To  the  Med  cal  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Health  Committee  of  the 

Tyldesley-with-Shahevlcy  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

With  pleasure  I  submit  to  you  my  Report  under  the  Notification 
of  Births  Act  for  the  year  1925. 

During  the  year  a  total  of  319  Births  were  notified,  chiefly  by 
Midwives.  Of  these  171  were  males  and  148  were  females. 

The  total  number  of  Births  registered  was  299.  Of  these  158 
were  males  and  141  were  females. 

Legitimate  Births  registered  were  154  males  and  130  females. 

Illegitimate  Births  registered  were  4  males  and  11  females. 

Premature  Births  9.  Stillborn  22. 

The  total  number  of  visits  recorded  by  me  for  the  year  is  3,915. 
Visits  made  to  infants  under  twelve  months  of  age,  2,787.  Visits 
made  to  children  from  one  to  five  years  of  age,  1,128.  Visits  made 
to  expectant  mothers,  27. 

The  number  of  Infants’  Deaths  recorded  here  for  the  year  is  26, 
as  shown  in  each  Ward  : — 

North.  South.  East.  West.  Shakerley. 

3928  4 

The  number  of  Infants’  Deaths  as  given  by  the  Registrar- 
General  is  30.  This  is  the  number  on  which  we  have  to  calculate, 
and  it  gives  an  infantile  death-rate  of  93  per  thousand  births,  an 
increase  of  18  over  that  for  the  previous  year. 

During  this  year  there  was  more  sickness  amongst  infants  and 
young  children  than  for  some  time,  owing  chiefly  to  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough  and  Chicken  Pox.  From  March  to  the  end  of 
May  there  was  a  very  bad  epidemic  of  Measles.  This  was  followed 
by  Whooping  Cough,  and  these  together  caused  a  number  of  deaths 
and  much  injury  to  the  general  health  of  numbers  that  recovered. 

These  diseases  continued  to  be  prevalent  throughout  the  year. 
There  was  also  more  Summer  Diarrhoea  than  we  have  had  of 
late  years. 
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